NATIONAL ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION INFORMATIONAL NEWSLETTER FOR STATE URBAN FORESTRY COORDINATORS
This newsletter is sent to update you on what is going on with different Foundation programs (Arbor Day Awards, Tree City USA, Tree Line USA, Poster Contest, Conferences and Seminars, etc).  Please print or copy this newsletter and distribute it to other interested individuals within your state.

Any questions, suggestions or comments can be emailed to Tina Schweitzer, Tree City USA Coordinator at Tina.Schweitzer@arborday.org.

BOOTH AT 2003 NATIONAL URBAN FOREST CONFERENCE

Tina Schweitzer and Michelle Saulnier-Scribner will have a booth at the National Urban Forest Conference in San Antonio, Texas, September 17-21.  Please stop by with comments, questions, or to just say “hi.”

2002 TREE CITY USA YEAR-END REPORTS

Year-end reports have been mailed to all coordinators.  Once again we had a record-breaking year with 2,883 communities earning Tree City USA designation and 484 Growth Award recipients.  Thanks to every one for all your hard work in promoting the program!

TREE CITIES/TREE LINE MUNICIPAL UTILITY MAILING

There are currently 36 communities nationwide that have both Tree City USA designation and Tree Line USA designation for their municipal utility.  A mailing has been sent out to 470 Tree City USA communities nationwide that have municipal utilities encouraging them to promote the Tree Line program to their utility.

TREE CITY USA COMMUNITIES OFFERED FREE VOLUNTEER KIT

Tree City USA community leaders throughout the country will be receiving a flyer offering the community a FREE “ Tree Planting Resource Kit for Volunteers.”  The Volunteer Kit assists in providing specific advice and information on the best way to plant trees, as well as tips on how to motivate and inspire volunteers.

The Kit includes:

An 80-page Leadership Guide that includes information on everything from selecting a tree-planting project and working with volunteers to working with the media, and everything in between.

Reproducible Packet - Included are tree planting instructions, volunteer sign-in sheets, appreciation certificates, budget worksheets, and much more.  Just complete and copy.

Celebrate Arbor Day Guidebook - This guide will help anyone get started with his or her Arbor Day celebration.

“Tree Planting and Volunteers…It’s a Natural” Video - The first part of this video can help motivate individuals and organizations to join a tree-planting project.  Volunteers across the country explain why volunteering to beautify their communities is a benefit to everyone.  The second part provides proper tree-planting techniques.

Flyers offering this free resource will be distributed to Tree City USA communities in June.  For more information about the Volunteer Kit or to receive your complimentary copy, contact Michelle at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor mscribner@arborday.org
 or call 402-474-5655.
2004 ARBOR DAY NATIONAL POSTER CONTEST 

  FOCUSES ON TREES IN A COMMUNITY

The importance of trees in a community is the focus in this next year’s poster contest, “Trees are Terrific…in Cities and Towns!”  The 2004 Arbor Day National Poster Contest sponsored by Toyota is designed to increase fifth grade students’ awareness of the important role trees play in the quality of life and environmental health of our cities and towns.

Contest materials will be completed in August and distributed to the 47 participating states.  An expected 72,000 fifth grade classrooms and home schools will receive the free educational materials that contain background information, hands-on activities related to the theme, and contest guidelines.  Prizes are given at both the state and national level.

For more information about the Arbor Day National Poster Contest, visit arborday.org/postercontest.

NATIONAL ARBOR DAY AWARDS 

SEPTEMBER 15 DEADLINE FOR NOMINATION

Do you know of individuals, groups or organizations who have done outstanding work in tree planting, care, conservation or education?  (Awards given at national, state and local levels.)

Have you seen excellent coverage of tree and conservation issues in magazines, newspapers, newsletters or on TV, radio or video?

How about an exemplary Arbor Day celebration by a community, school or other organization?

Please send your nominations for a National Arbor Day Award to The National Arbor Day Foundation by September 15th.  Include name and address of nominee, brief description of nominee's work and your name and address.  This information can be sent regular mail or can be emailed to Jeff Bargar, Awards Coordinator at jbargar@arborday.org.  Entry deadline is October 15th.

BUILDING WITH TREE AWARDS

Judging criteria include creativity in and attention to protecting and planting trees during planning, design, and construction, and in providing for long-term tree care; commitment to tree protection by having a tree professional on the development team; inventorying existing trees and using that information to preserve trees; and communication of and adherence to tree protection goals throughout construction.

To receive entry information, write to Building With Trees Awards of Excellence, National Arbor Day Foundation, 211 North 12th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, or contact Jeff Bargar, Awards Coordinator at (402) 474-5655 or jbarbar@arborday.org 

CONFERENCES & SEMINARS – 

2003 & 2004 NATIONAL CONFERENCES AND REGIONAL SEMINARS
National Conferences:

Our first national conference of the fall is Building for Greener Communities.  This new name for our Building With Trees National Conference reflects the growth in the breadth of topics being addressed.  While the conference agenda still maintains a focus on the integration of trees and other natural feature into site plans, there are additional sections of the program that focus on Planning for Greener Communities, Greener Policies, Community Re-Greening and Green Building, Maintaining Green, Firewise Communities, and more.  Scheduled for September 29 – October 1, at Arbor Day Farm’s Lied Lodge and Conference Center, this conference should appeal to a wide range of professionals including urban and community foresters, commercial arborists, developers, landscape architects, planners and others.  A complete agenda and online registration is available now at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.arborday.org/bfgcconference
.

Our national conference on The Practice of Restoring Native Ecosystems will be held October 20 – 22, at Arbor Day Farm’s Lied Lodge and Conference Center.  This conference looks at how restoration can be used as a tool in our stewardship of the environment.  Major sections of the program will be devoted to Restoration Issues, Strategies for Combating Invasives, Restoration Case Studies, and Restoration Education.  A highlight of the conference will be a keynote presentation by Storm Cunningham, author of The Restoration Economy.

We would also like to announce that the 11th annual Trees & Utilities National Conference will be held March 29-31, 2004 at the Embassy Suites – Old Market in Omaha, Nebraska.  This new site will allow us to accommodate more attendees both in terms of meeting space and lodging at this popular event.  Our call for presentations for this event is going out in the next couple of weeks.  If you know of someone who would have an interesting topic to present at this conference, please send his or her name, address, and proposed topic to us by email at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor conferences@arborday.org
.  We appreciate your assistance. 

Regional Seminars:
Scheduling of The National Arbor Day Foundation’s regional seminars for the fall of 2003 and spring of 2004 is nearly complete.  Please contact our conferences/seminars department (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor  conferences@arborday.org
, Tel: 888-448-7337) if you have an interest in cooperating with us to host one of these seminars in your state. All events give attendees the opportunity to earn CEU and CFE credits, in addition to other continuing education credits through various organizations. Online brochures and registration information can be found at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.arborday.org/conferences
.  

Hazard Trees Workshop

Featuring Dr. Bruce Fraedrich of the Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories

October 7, 2003

Holiday Inn on the Lane

Columbus, Ohio

Hazard Trees/Trees, People, and the Law Seminars

Featuring Dr. Bruce Fraedrich & Victor Merullo, L.P.A.

October 15-16, 2003

Edsel & Eleanor Ford House

Detroit, Michigan
Hazard Trees/Trees, People, and the Law Seminars

Featuring Dr. Bruce Fraedrich & Victor Merullo, L.P.A.

November 5-6, 2003

The Reed Center

Oklahoma City Area, Oklahoma

Plant Health Care Seminar

Featuring Dr. Roger Funk of the Davey Institute

December 2, 2003

Ramada Inn & Conference Center

Morgantown, West Virginia
Hazard Trees/Trees, People, and the Law Seminars

Featuring Dr. Bruce Fraedrich & Victor Merullo, L.P.A.

April 6-7, 2004

National Wildlife Visitors Center/Patuxent Research Refuge

Laurel, Maryland
Hazard Trees/Trees, People, and the Law Seminars

Featuring Dr. Bruce Fraedrich & Victor Merullo, L.P.A.

May 4-5, 2004

Spokane Community College

Spokane, Washington
Building With Trees Seminar

Featuring urban forestry consultant, Charles Stewart

We’re currently planning Building With Trees Seminars for the spring of 2004 in Massachusetts, Arizona, Colorado, and Minnesota. Please contact the conferences and seminars department at 888-448-7337 if you’re interested in cooperating with us in offering this seminar at any of the noted locations. 

