NATIONAL ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION INFORMATIONAL NEWSLETTER FOR STATE URBAN FORESTRY COORDINATORS
This newsletter is sent to update you on what is going on in the National Programs Department (Programs, Education, and Conferences & Seminars).  Please share this newsletter with other interested individuals within your state.  Any questions, suggestions or comments can be emailed to Tina Schweitzer, Tree City USA Coordinator at Tina.Schweitzer@arborday.org.

SUSTAINABILITY GUIDEBOOK

The Urban and Community Forestry: A Practical Guide to Sustainability guidebook is now available on our Web Site for free download in both English and Spanish.  You can find it at the following address:  http://www.arborday.org/programs/ucf/   
2004 NATIONAL ARBOR DAY AWARD WINNERS SELECTED
Judging for the 2004 Arbor Day Award winners was held November 13, 2003.    Leaders in tree planting and environmental stewardship from around the country and world were selected and will be honored by The National Arbor Day Foundation at its 32nd annual Arbor Day Awards celebration.  Award winners are recognized for their leadership in the cause of tree planting, conservation, and environmental stewardship.

(Count yourselves lucky to see this list so early.  I had to bribe the Awards Coordinator into giving me a copy of it.  Letters notifying the winners are going out this week, so please wait a couple of weeks to congratulate any of the winners.)

J. STERLING MORTON AWARD

Dr. Wangari Maathai. Nairobi, Kenya

FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED AWARD

Roger Milliken, Spartanburg, South Carolina

LAWRENCE ENERSEN AWARD

Peter Graske, Oakdale, Minnesota

Gerald Miller, Elko, Nevada

Beulah Oswald, Jefferson, Louisiana

Mary ‘Bett’ Stroud, Weaverville, North Carolina

GOOD STEWARD AWARD

J. David Bamberger, Johnson City, Texas

Calvert Merriken, Jr., Denton, Maryland

USDA National Conservation Buffer Initiative, Washington, DC

LADY BIRD JOHNSON AWARD

Town Center Improvement District, The Woodlands, Texas

PROJECT AWARD

Boulder City Revitalization, Boulder City, Nevada

The Outdoor Circle, Honolulu, Hawaii

Plant a Tree for a Child, Iske of Wight, Virginia

EDUCATION AWARD

Trees for the Rim Educational Program, Scottsdale, Arizona

Tree for Your Neighborhood, Spokane, Washington

MEDIA AWARD

The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Trees, Portland, Oregon

Remarkable Trees of the World, New York, New York

ADVERTISING & PUBLIC RELATIONS AWARD

Right Tree Right Place Coalition, Kansas City, Missouri

An Urban Forestry Awareness & Education Program, Madison, Wisconsin

CELEBRATION AWARD

Kirkwood’s 150th Anniversary Celebration, Kirkwood, Missouri

‘The Plant’ at Morton Arboretum, Lisle, Illinois

BUILDING WITH TREES AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

As you know, the problem of tree destruction during development has become an important issue in recent years and positive action is needed to halt unnecessary removal of trees.  

The Building With Trees program is a way to do just that.  You can help gain positive local, regional, and national recognition for sensitive builders in your state by encouraging them to enter the fifth annual Awards of Excellence presented by the Foundation in cooperation with the National Association of Home Builders and Firewise Communities.  The entry deadline is February 15.

Winning projects will be recognized in both the Wall Street Journal and USA Today!  

To nominate a project or builder email contact information to myager@arborday.org.
SHARE STATE ARBOR DAY CELEBRATIONS WITH OUR WEB AUDIENCE!

Do you know of Arbor Day events in your state that you want to share?

Thousands of people visit our web site at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.arborday.org
 each day.  We’d like to let them know what is going on in their home state.  Last year, Oregon provided state Arbor Day information and worked with us to place it on our web site (you can view this example at www.arborday.org/oregon).  After a successful test run, we’d like to offer the same opportunity to each state.

You do not need to be a web designer to participate.  Just provide us the information in the formats listed below and we will take care of the rest.  

You provide the event name and date, brief description if available, as well as contact information.

Send text in a Word or WordPerfect document, text file, or email.

Any photos should be sent as a JPG and all art and logos as GIFs.  Art, pictures and logos are limited to 1 MB total size (total of all images).

If you wish to do your own web design (not required), please design the section to fit within a 500px table.  You may include your own custom CSS.

All information received is subject to Foundation approval prior to placement on the web site.  

Accuracy of the information is the responsibility of submitting organization.

Each state will have its own URL address.  For example, Oregon’s address was    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.arborday.org/oregon
.

We are reformatting the celebration web page so there is a location on our web site where visitors are encouraged to learn about celebrations in their state.  

If you are interested in this opportunity or have questions, please contact Michelle Saulnier-Scribner at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor mscribner@arborday.org
 or call 402-474-5655.

TREE CITY USA AND TREE LINE USA DEADLINES

The deadlines for Tree City and Tree Line applications are fast approaching.  The deadline for applications was November 1st for Tree Line and will be December 31st for Tree City unless otherwise specified by you.  After receiving and reviewing them please forward your certified applications to the Foundation as early as possible so that we can get them processed and get the recognition materials out to you by your requested dates or in time for Arbor Day celebrations.  If you haven't already notified me about needing your Tree City materials before your state's published Arbor Day date, please do so.  Allow a three to four week turn-around during crunch times (February and March).  Please include the city's attachments with their applications.  The information given on the applications should be for the work of 2003.

CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS

National Conferences:

Our first national conference of 2004 is the 11th annual Trees & Utilities National Conference to be held March 29-31, 2004, at the Embassy Suites – Downtown/Old Market in Omaha, Nebraska.  A preliminary registration brochure is out, and the final brochure with the complete agenda should be reaching you shortly after Christmas.  This conference is noted for a great spirit of collaboration which leads to new ideas, practices, and partnerships that can help enhance the growth and maintenance of an abundant community forest while providing safe, reliable utility services.  More information is available online at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.arborday.org/tuconference
.

We are currently in the process of finalizing the program for our Community Forestry At Its Best National Conference to be held June 28-30, 2004, at Arbor Day Farm’s Lied Lodge & Conference Center in Nebraska City, Nebraska.  This conference is designed for Tree City USAs and other communities who care about their community trees and green spaces.  The program is designed to meet the needs of all communities regardless of their size or region.  

We are currently seeking presentation proposals for our Building For Greener Communities National Conference to be held October 4-6, 2004, at Arbor Day Farm’s Lied Lodge & Conference Center in Nebraska City, Nebraska.  This conference focuses on the integration of trees and other natural features into site plans as well as other important community development related issues such as infill development, conservation development, watershed protection, preventing wildfire, xeriscaping, green building, energy conservation, land-use conservation, and more.  This conference also showcases the winners of the 2004 Building With Trees Awards of Excellence.  Our Call for Presentations for this event will be distributed next month.  If you know of someone who would have an interesting topic to present at this conference, please send his or her name, address, and proposed topic to us by email at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor conferences@arborday.org
. We appreciate your assistance.  

Regional Seminars:

We are currently scheduling our regional seminars for the fall of 2004 and the spring of 2005.  Please contact our conferences/seminars department (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor conferences@arborday.org
, Tel: 888-448-7337) if you have an interest in cooperating with us to host one of these seminars in your state.  All events give attendees the opportunity to earn CEU and CFE credits, in addition to other continuing education credits through various organizations.  An updated schedule with links to our most up-to-date online brochures can be found at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.arborday.org/conferences
.

We have recently had some very successful, unique partnerships with the state of Oklahoma and the city of Mobile, Alabama.  In Oklahoma, we worked with the state to present our Hazard Trees and Trees, People, and the Law seminars as the Oklahoma State Urban Forestry Conference.  In Mobile, the city received grant funding to provide six of our seminars over the course of a year to city employees and other invited guests.  

This spring we have a very special opportunity for individuals interested in The Practice of Restoring Native Ecosystems.  We are pleased to be offering a special 2-day program at the headquarters of Applied Ecological Services in Brodhead, Wisconsin.  The 2-day program will begin with our existing classroom based seminar.  The second day gives attendees the opportunity to participate in a number of small, interactive, hands-on workshops on topics including:  greenhouse and nursery propagation and cultivation of native plants, stream restoration design, healthy ecological systems, restoring your land, native landscaping and aquascaping, and ecological restoration projects. 

Below is our upcoming seminar/workshop schedule:

Plant Health Care Seminar

Featuring Dr. Roger Funk of the Davey Institute

Morgantown, West Virginia:  December 2, 2003

Kirkwood, Missouri:  April 27, 2004

Building With Trees Seminar

Featuring Charles A. Stewart of Urban Forest Management, Inc.

Worcester, Massachusetts:  February 12, 2004

Flagstaff, Arizona:  February 26, 2004

Denver, Colorado:  March 11, 2004

Saint Paul, Minnesota:  April 22, 2004

Hazard Trees Workshop

Featuring Dr. Bruce Fraedrich of the Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories

Laurel, Maryland:  April 6, 2004

Spokane, Washington:  May 4, 2004

Trees, People, and the Law Seminar

Featuring Victor Merullo of Merullo, Reister & Swinford

Laurel, Maryland:  April 7, 2004

Spokane, Washington:  May 5, 2004

The Practice of Restoring Native Ecosystems Two-Day Workshop

Featuring Steve Apfelbaum of Applied Ecological Services, Inc. & Bill Young of Young Environmental

Brodhead, Wisconsin:  April 20-21, 2004

